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Only One-Third of Americans Support  
Sending More Troops to Afghanistan Finds  
Inaugural BBC World News America/The Harris Poll 
Harris Interactive and BBC World News America  
launch new polling partnership  

ROCHESTER, N.Y. and WASHINGTON, D.C. – January 26, 2009 – The findings of the 
first-ever BBC World News America/The Harris Poll ®  show that just one-third of 
Americans support sending more troops to Afghanistan and just over one-quarter 
believe fewer troops should be committed. The results are particularly notable because 
President Obama has backed a 30,000 strong troop surge for Afghanistan this year.  

The poll also reveals that, after the economy, health care is by far the most important 
issue that people want the new President to address. This is especially true among 
Democrats and baby boomers. 

These results are part of a new polling partnership launched by BBC World News 
America, the BBC’s U.S. facing nightly newscast, and Harris Interactive in what will be 
an ongoing effort to take the pulse of American public opinion. 

The new poll will regularly measure Americans’ perceptions, beliefs and opinions on a 
wide range of timely and topical subjects from politics and health care to the economy, 
world events and more.  

The first set of results from the new polling partnership will be incorporated into Moment 
of Change, a special series airing this week on BBC World News America, examining 
how the new administration will tackle some of the country’s most pressing issues. 
America's reputation abroad is the focus of the first piece airing on tonight’s program 
with the economy, energy, the environment and the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan 
being examined throughout the week.  

“Harris Interactive is thrilled to partner with the BBC, one of the most prestigious news 
organizations in the world, for this new venture,” stated Humphrey Taylor, Chairman of 
The Harris Poll ®  at Harris Interactive. “It’s a wonderful addition to The Harris Poll and a 
great chance for us to ask some very interesting questions together.” 

Rome Hartman, Executive Producer BBC World News America, adds: “We believe this 
partnership will produce insights that will help us deliver even smarter, more 
sophisticated and relevant coverage to our audience.” 

About Harris Interactive 
Harris Interactive is a global leader in custom market research. With a long and rich 
history in multimodal research, powered by our science and technology, we assist clients 
in achieving business results. Harris Interactive serves clients globally through our North 
American, European and Asian offices and a network of independent market research 
firms. For more information, please visit www.harrisinteractive.com. 
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About the BBC AMERICA 
BBC AMERICA brings audiences a new generation of award-winning television featuring 
news with a uniquely global perspective, provocative dramas, razor-sharp comedies and 
life-changing makeovers. BBC AMERICA pushes the boundaries to deliver high quality, 
highly addictive and eminently watchable programming to viewers who demand more. 
BBC AMERICA is distributed by Discovery Networks. It is available on digital cable and 
satellite TV in more than 64 million homes. For up-to-the-minute information on BBC 
AMERICA, forthcoming U.S. premieres, art work and news from the channel, log on to 
www.press.bbcamerica.com. 
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