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Americans just as proud to be an American citizen now as after 9/11 

Two-thirds say living in freedom and owning a home are parts of the American Dream 

New York, N.Y. — September 10, 2009 — As the eighth anniversary of the terrorist attacks of September 11th, 
2001 arrives, Americans are still as proud to be American citizens now as they were just months after the attacks 
when waves of patriotism were sweeping the nation. In May 2002, 97% of American citizens said they were 
proud to be an American citizen while currently 95% say they are proud. What has lessened a little is the 
number of Americans who are very proud – in 2002 84% were very proud while currently 78% say they are very 
proud. 

These are some of the results of The Harris Poll of 2,498 U.S. adults surveyed online between August 10 and 18, 
2009 by Harris Interactive.   

Thinking of the Star Spangled Banner, when Americans hear the national anthem being played, 87% say they 
usually feel proud to be an American. In 2002, nine in ten Americans (90%) said they felt proud when they heard 
the national anthem. There is an age difference, however. Among those aged 65 and older, 99% say they feel 
proud to be an American when they hear the national anthem as do 91% of those aged 50-64, 88% of those 
aged 40-49 and 86% of those aged 30-39.  Among younger Americans this feeling is not as strong as 73% of 
those aged 18-24 and 72% of those aged 25-29 say they feel proud when they hear the Star Spangled Banner. 

American Symbols 

When Americans are asked what the top three symbols of the United States are, that is symbols that stand for 
or represent America to them and the world, 85% say the American flag.  Over half (53%) say one symbol is the 
Statue of Liberty while two in five (42%) say it is the Star Spangled Banner.  Just over one in five (22%) say the 
bald eagle is a symbol while 20% say the White House and 16% each say God Bless America and the President 
are symbols of the U.S. 

American Foods 

Looking to American foods, almost one-quarter of Americans (23%) say they think a hamburger/cheeseburger is 
a food that is more typically American over others.  One in five (18%) say it is apple pie and the same number 
say a typical American food is a hot dog.  Less than one in ten say each of the following are typically more 
American than others: barbeque (8%); fried chicken (6%), French fries (1%), and ice cream (1%).  But one-
quarter of U.S. adults (24%) say that no one food is more typically American than any others. 

The American Dream 

The American Dream is something that exists differently for each person. However, for two-thirds of Americans 
(68%) living in freedom is one of the top three parts of the American dream, for 56% it is being able to own a 
home and for 47% it is being financially secure. Interestingly, in 2002, just 40% said owning a home was one of 
the top three parts of the American dream but 78% said it was living in freedom.  One-third (33%) say 
democracy is a part of the American dream and three in ten (30%) say it is having a good job. 
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So What? 

One of the questions often asked after the events of September 11th was if the wave of patriotism would last 
over time. While there have probably been ups and downs, it is still clear that patriotism exists in the country as 
a whole.  One thing that has changed is some of the pieces of the American dream. Most likely reflecting the 
recent economic turmoil, pieces such as owning a home, having a decent job and being financially secure are all 
at least a little more likely to come up as pieces of the dream then in 2002.  But the pieces such as democracy 
and living in freedom are all down as Americans have not been challenged as a country since those events 8 
years ago. The American dream is consistent in its existence, but also consistent in how the various pieces play 
an ever changing role, reflecting the greater American picture at the point in time. 

 

TABLE 1 
HOW PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN CITIZEN 

"How proud would you say you are to be an American citizen?” 
Base: U.S. citizens 

 

Total 

AGE 

18-24 25-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 65 + 

% % % % % % % 

PROUD (NET) 95 91 88 96 95 97 99 

  Very proud 78 65 63 75 77 83 90 

  Somewhat proud 18 27 24 21 18 14 9 

NOT PROUD (NET) 4 8 8 3 5 3 1 

  Not very proud 3 6 8 2 4 3 1 

  Not at all proud 1 2 1 1 1 * * 

Don’t know 1 * 4 1 1 * * 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding 
 

TABLE 2 
HOW PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN CITIZEN 

"How proud would you say you are to be an American citizen?” 
Base: U.S. citizens 

 May 
2002 

Aug. 
2009 

% % 

PROUD (NET) 97 95 

Very proud 84 78 

Somewhat proud 12 18 

NOT PROUD (NET) 3 4 

Not very proud 2 3 

Not at all proud * 1 

Don’t know 1 1 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding 
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TABLE 3 
FEEL PROUD WHEN HEAR NATIONAL ANTHEM 

“When you hear the national anthem, the Star Spangled Banner, being played, to you usually feel proud to 
be an American?” 

Base: U.S. citizens 

 

Total 

AGE 

18-24 25-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 65 + 

% % % % % % % 

Yes, usually feel 
proud 

87 73 72 86 88 91 99 

No, do not usually 
feel proud 

7 15 13 8 8 6 1 

Don’t know 6 13 15 6 5 3 1 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding 
 

TABLE 4 
FEEL PROUD WHEN HEAR NATIONAL ANTHEM 

“When you hear the national anthem, the Star Spangled Banner, being played, to you usually feel proud to 
be an American?” 

Base: U.S. citizens 

 May 
2002 

Aug. 
2009 

% % 

Yes, usually feel proud 90 87 

No, do not usually feel proud 5 7 

Don’t know 5 6 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding 
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TABLE 5 
TOP 3 SYMBOLS OF U.S. – THAT REPRESENT AMERICA 

“Which of the following do you think of as the top three symbols of the United States – that stand for or 
represent America to you and the world?” 

Base: All U.S. adults 

 May 
2002 

Aug. 
2009 

 % % 

The American flag (stars and stripes) 81 85 

The Statue of Liberty 63 53 

“Star Spangled Banner” (the national anthem) 42 42 

The bald eagle 25 22 

The White House 19 20 

“God Bless America” (the song) 18 16 

The President/President Bush 13 16 

The English language 7 9 

“America the Beautiful” (the song) 7 8 

Washington, D.C. 7 7 

The Capitol Building 4 5 

McDonald’s 3 3 

The Grand Canyon 1 3 

The Empire State Building 3 2 

Cowboys 1 2 

Another symbol  2 n/a 

Don’t know * 2 

Note: Multiple responses accepted 
 

 
TABLE 6 

THE TYPICAL AMERICAN FOOD 
“Which one of the following foods do you think of as more typically American than others?” 

Base: All U.S. adults 

 May 
2002 

Aug. 
2009 

 % % 

Hamburger/Cheeseburger 29 23 

Apple pie 20 18 

Hot dog 13 18 

Barbecue 9 8 

Fried chicken 7 6 

French fries 2 1 

Ice cream 1 1 

Other food * n/a 

No one food is more typically American than others 18 24 

Don’t know 2 2 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding 





http://www.harrisinteractive.com/

